
Comments from previous 
Summer Conversational Series  
and Teacher Institute attendees ... 

 
“This historic meeting room echoes 
with over a century of voices and 
‘Conversations’ ...” 

 
“What a wonderful exchange of 
ideas!” 

 
“We’re scholars, historians, teachers, 
fans -- all equal here … and all   
anxious to learn.” 

 
“I feel so fortunate to be a part of 
this -- everyone was so pleasant      
and hospitable.” 

 
“It’s the best, most stimulating 
conversation of each year!” 

 
Don’t miss a minute of 
this year’s proceedings! 

 

Registration materials available 
by phoning 978.369.4118 x105 or 

on-line at www.louisamayalcott.org 
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ANDANDAND T T TEACHEREACHEREACHER I I INSTITUTENSTITUTENSTITUTE   
in 

Bronson Alcott’s 
Concord School of Philosophy 

 

 

The Alcotts: 
A Never-Ending Conversation 

 

Lively presentations and discussion in the spirit 
of lifelong learning as espoused -- and lived -- 

by A. Bronson Alcott! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THREE-DAY CONVERSATIONAL SERIES 
Monday - Wednesday     July 16 - 18, 2007 

 

FIVE-DAY TEACHER INSTITUTE 
Monday - Friday     July 16 - 20, 2007 

 

Massachusetts Professional Development Points 
available for teachers! 

 
 

Sponsored by  
Louisa May Alcott’s 

ORCHARD HOUSE 
Home of Little Women 

399 Lexington Road     Concord, Massachusetts 
978.369.4118        www.louisamayalcott.org   



Featured presentations for the Series include … 
 

“‘The Children’s Friend ’:  Why We’re Still Reading Louisa May” 
       Cathlin Davis (CSU-Stanislaus), author of an upcoming anthology of  
          favorite Alcott short stories 

 

“Louisa’s Sensation Stories and American Imperialism” 
       Sarah Elbert (SUNY-Binghamton), author of several books on Louisa 
          May Alcott, including A Hunger for Home:  Louisa May Alcott’s  
          Place in American Culture 

 

“Excerpts and Illuminations:  A Stroll through Eden’s Outcasts” 
       John Matteson (John Jay College), author of the new book, 
          Eden’s Outcasts:  The Story of Louisa May Alcott and Her Father 
 

“Louisa, Me, and Daniel Make Three:  Reflections on Editing Alcott” 
       Joel Myerson (USC-Columbia), co-editor with Daniel Shealy of Louisa May Alcott’s 
          Journals and Selected Letters 
 

“Daughters of American Radicalism:  The Alcotts and the John Brown Family” 
       Sandy Petrulionis (Penn State), author of the recent book, To Set This World Right:  The Antislavery  
          Movement in Thoreau’s Concord 
 

“Shawl-Straps and Sisterhood:  Louisa and May in Europe” 
       Daniel Shealy (UNC-Charlotte), co-editor with Joel Myerson (see above), and author of the recent book,  
          Alcott:  In Her Own Time 
 

“‘That’s Why I Do It ’:  The Gender of Jo March and the Genre of Little Women” 
       Mary Shelden (Northern Illinois U), assistant editor of the recent book, The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau 
 

“‘Influence is Better Than Precept ’:  Abby May Alcott as Mother-Teacher” 
       Lisa Stepanski (Emmanuel College), author of an upcoming book on the Alcotts, education, and literacy 
 

For full biographies of our presenters, please phone 978.369.4118 x105 or visit www.louisamayalcott.org 
 

PRICING AND OTHER INFORMATION 
Conversational Series:  Monday - Wednesday     July 16 - 18, 2007     $50 per diem; $125 for all three days 

(Orchard House Members - $40 & $100 respectively) 
 

Teacher Institute:  Monday - Friday     July 16 - 20, 2007     $150 for educators; $250 for non-educators 
(Orchard House Members - $120 & $200 respectively) 

50% discount offered to High School & College Students! 
 

 Morning repast provided each day; lunch included Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
 Comfortable attire and cushions for the wooden seats in The School of Philosophy recommended 
 Sessions held in The Concord School of Philosophy on the grounds of Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House at 

    399 Lexington Road; parking in Hawthorne Lane Lot (one block away from Orchard House, opposite The Wayside) 

About the proceedings … 
 

THREE-DAY CONVERSATIONAL SERIES 
 

Each summer, Alcott scholars, enthusiasts, and 
newcomers meet to echo the lively conversations 
which took place in the historic Concord School 
of Philosophy over a century ago. This year’s 
Series will explore the relationships in the lives of 
the Alcotts: their interactions with each other, 
their friends, their work, and their community.  

 
FIVE-DAY TEACHER INSTITUTE 

 

The Teacher Institute combines the Summer 
Conversational Series with additional sessions 
focused on bringing the 19th Century and          
the Alcotts into the classroom.  The Institute’s 
focus this year will be on 19th Century one-room 
schoolhouses, and specifically Bronson Alcott’s 
progressive teaching techniques. Teachers will 
have the opportunity to tour Orchard House,     
use the on-site library, and see a special      
exhibit of Alcott artifacts. Furthermore, with the 
help of Prof. Cathlin Davis, teachers will explore 
how the talents and experiences of Louisa       
May Alcott and her family can be creatively used 
in a classroom setting. Incorporating these  
sessions, as well as discussions from the  three-
day Series, participants will work together          
to devise fun, multidisciplinary, standards-based 
activities which they can bring back to their    
own classrooms. 
 

All are welcome for all or part of the 
three-day Series; teachers and home educators 
of all subjects and grade levels are encouraged 

to attend the five-day Teacher Institute 
 

For more information or to register, 
please phone 978.369.4118 x105 
or visit www.louisamayalcott.org 
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g
 tou

ches on
 his n

ew
 

book, S
h

a
w

l-S
tra

p
s a

n
d

 S
isterh

o
o

d
: L

o
u

isa
 a

n
d

 M
a

y
 A

lco
tt in

 E
u

ro
p

e, a
n

d  resides in
 the beautiful 

B
lu

e R
id

g
e M

ou
n

ta
in

s. 

 M
A

R
Y

 L
A

M
B

 S
H

E
L

D
E

N
 - N

O
R

T
H

E
R

N
 IL

L
IN

O
IS U

N
IV

E
R

SIT
Y 

 A
 

V
isitin

g
 

A
ssista

n
t 

P
rofessor 

of 
E

n
g

lish 
a

n
d 

W
om

en
’s 

Stu
d

ies 
a

n
d

 
N

IU
’s 

E
xtern

a
l 

C
red

it 
P

rog
ra

m
s 

C
oord

in
a

tor, M
a

ry’s d
isserta

tion
, N

o
v

el 
H

a
b

its 
fo

r 
a

 
N

ew
 

W
o

rld
, su

rveyed
 cross-d

ressin
g

 in
 19

th 
C

en
tu

ry A
m

erica
n

 n
ovels, tra

cin
g

 th
e tra

d
ition

 ba
ck to E

u
rop

ea
n

 A
m

erica
n

, N
a

tive A
m

erica
n

, a
n

d
 A

frica
n

-
A

m
erica

n
 literary a

n
d

 folkloric orig
in

s.  Sh
e ha

s con
tribu

ted
 th

e g
en

d
er en

try for T
h

e L
o

u
isa

 M
a

y
 A

lco
tt 

E
n

cy
clo

p
ed

ia
, cross-d

ressin
g

 en
tries for A

n
 

E
n

cy
clo

p
ed

ia
 

o
f 

A
frica

n
-A

m
erica

n
 

L
itera

tu
re a

n
d

 
A

m
erica

n
 H

isto
ry

 T
h

ro
u

g
h

 L
itera

tu
re 18

2
0

-18
7

0
, w

a
s a

ssista
n

t ed
itor of T

h
e W

ritin
g

s o
f H

en
ry

 
D

. T
h

o
rea

u
, a

n
d ha

s review
ed

 A
lcott w

orks for C
h

ild
ren

’s L
itera

tu
re.  M

ary is a
lso cu

rren
tly servin

g
 a

s 
In

a
u

g
u

ra
l Secreta

ry for T
h

e L
ou

isa
 M

a
y A

lcott Society. 

 L
IS

A
 S

T
E

P
A

N
S

K
I - E

M
M

A
N

U
E

L C
O

L
L

E
G

E 
 A

ssocia
te P

rofessor of E
n

g
lish a

n
d

 C
ha

ir of the E
n

g
lish D

ep
a

rtm
en

t a
t E

m
m

a
n

u
el, a

n
d

 a
lso on

 the fa
cu

lty of 
B

oston
 C

olleg
e’s W

ood
 C

olleg
e of A

d
va

n
cin

g
 Stu

d
ies, L

isa
 received

 her B
A

 a
n

d
 M

A
 from

 B
oston

 C
olleg

e, a
n

d
 

P
h

D
 from

 th
e U

n
iversity of N

ew
 H

a
m

p
sh

ire.  H
er d

isserta
tion

, ‛T
h

ere is N
o

 S
ch

o
o

l L
ik

e th
e F

a
m

ily
 

S
ch

o
o

l’:  L
itera

cy
, M

o
th

ertea
ch

in
g

, a
n

d
 th

e A
lco

tt F
a

m
ily

, un
derscores her sp

ecializa
tion

 in
 literacy, 

fa
m

ily, a
n

d
 ed

u
ca

tion
. L

isa
 ha

s p
resen

ted
 a

t n
u

m
erou

s w
orksh

op
s a

n
d

 ed
u

ca
tion

a
l series, in

clu
d

in
g

 p
a

st 
Su

m
m

er 
C

on
versa

tion
a

l 
Series, 

A
m

erica
n

 
L

itera
tu

re 
A

ssocia
tion

 
session

s, 
a

n
d

 
the 

recen
t 

G
irl 

Sleu
th

s 
C

on
feren

ce.  Sh
e is cu

rren
tly a

t w
ork on

 her first book. 



2007 C
onversational Series &

 Teacher Institute R
egistration

 

           
              TEA

C
H

ER
 IN

STITU
TE 

             M
onday - Friday, July 16th - 20th     9:00 a.m

. - 4:30 p.m
. 

                            Educator Fee                                                                                             # _______ @
 $150  =  $ __________ 

                            N
on-Educator Fee                                                                                    # _______ @

 $250  =  $ __________ 
               C

O
N

V
ER

SA
TIO

N
A

L SER
IES 

              M
onday - W

ednesday, July 16th - 18th     9:00 a.m
. - 2:30 p.m

.                      # _______ @
 $125  =  $ __________ 

               M
O

N
D

A
Y SESSIO

N
     July 16th     9:00 a.m

. - 2:30 p.m
.                              # _______ @

 $  50  =  $ __________ 
               TU

ESD
A

Y SESSIO
N

     July 17th     9:00 a.m
. - 2:30 p.m

.                              # _______ @
 $  50  =  $ __________ 

               W
ED

N
ESD

A
Y SESSIO

N
     July 18th     9:00 a.m

. - 2:30 p.m
.                       # _______ @

 $  50  =  $ __________ 
                                                                                                                                      SU

BTO
TA

L               $ _______________ 
                                                                                     H

igh School/C
ollege Student discount  (- 50%

)    —
  $ _______________ 

                                                                                            O
rchard H

ouse M
em

ber discount  (- 20%
)     —

  $ _______________ 
                                                                                                                                              TO

TA
L               $ _______________ 

 
  I/W

e cannot attend, but w
ish to support these educational program

s by a tax-deductible contribution 
 

Enclosed is $ _______________                
  C

heck (payable to “O
rchard H

ouse”) 
 

M
C

/V
ISA

/A
M

EX N
o. __________________________________________________________     Exp. _________________ 

 
C

V
V

 # _____________________     Signature _______________________________________________________________ 
  N

A
M

E _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 A

D
D

RESS ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 D

A
YTIM

E PH
O

N
E ________________________________  E-M

A
IL _____________________________________________ 

 
  I have dietary restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  I am
 a M

assachusetts teacher and w
ould like to be aw

arded Professional D
evelopm

ent Points 
 N

otes of N
ote 

 

A
ll sessions held in The C

oncord School of Philosophy, 399 Lexington Road (on the grounds of O
rchard H

ouse) 
 

M
orning repast provided each day; lunch included on M

onday, Tuesday, and W
ednesday 

 

C
om

fortable dress and insect repellent strongly advised, as are cushions for the w
ooden seats used in The School 

 

O
rchard H

ouse M
em

bers receive a discount on the Sum
m

er C
onversational Series, as w

ell as all our other program
s!            

Join on-line at w
w

w
.louisam

ayalcott.org or phone the D
evelopm

ent O
ffice at 978.369.4118 x104 

 
M

ail com
pleted form

 to O
rchard H

ouse, A
ttn:  SC

S 2007, P.O
. Box 343, C

oncord, M
A

  01742-0343 
R

egistrations via M
C

/VISA
/A

M
EX

 m
ay be phoned in to 978.369.4118 x105 or faxed to 978.369.1367 


